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Stories about the use of  DNA evidence 
to convict of fenders or exonerate 
defendants in criminal cases have 
appeared in the media with increasing 
f requency over the last few years. 
Criminal justice professionals and the 
public realize that forensic DNA 
technology is revolutionizing the way law 
enforcement officers investigate violent 
crimes, including crime scene 
investigation, counseling rape victims to 
not wash away critical evidence, 
accurate conviction of  of fenders, and 
connecting of fenders to other brutal 
crimes. This bulletin seeks to strengthen 
crime victims' conf idence in the judicial 
process by showing how DNA 
technology can empower the search for 
truth.  

The importance of  DNA evidence has 
grown considerably in recent years as 
improved technology renders more 
accurate results and DNA evidence is 
used more f requently to convict or 
exonerate defendants. As a result of  its 
awesome ability to convict a perpetrator 
or exonerate a convicted of fender, 
particularly in sexual assault and 
homicide cases, DNA evidence has 
become a powerful crimef ighting 
tool.This is precisely why victim service 
providers need to know the signif icance 
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of  DNA evidence in victims' cases. They 
also should understand how the 
identif ication, collection, and 
preservation of DNA at the crime scene 
is critical in obtaining accurate test 
results.  

Victims need to be provided with a 
simple but thorough explanation of  how 
DNA testing may be used in their case, 
the process and procedures used, and 
the potential outcomes of  the test 
results. It is important that victim service 
providers relay this information to victims 
early in the investigative process to help 
victims understand how DNA is used in 
investigating crimes and how it can 
improve the chances of  apprehending 
and convicting an of fender.  

DNA evidence is a useful and neutral 
tool in the search for justice. Whether it 
helps convict or absolve individuals, 
DNA evidence will play an increasingly 
important role in solving crimes in the 
future. The result will be better justice for 
victims and safer communities. 
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